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Potential benefits for you 
or the person you care for
Personalised healthcare could improve overall quality of life through earlier 
diagnosis, access to more precise and targeted treatments, and better 
management of conditions by using health data and new technologies. It 
also encourages more involvement of people living with conditions, or those 
caring for them in care plans.  
This could lead to improvements in five areas:
•  Health results: Improved access to better healthcare leading to better 

outcomes3,4,5

 •  Quality of life: Condition will have less impact on daily routines3

 •  Empowerment: Better understanding of a condition, and more 
involvement in decision making and care

 •  Financial: Only paying for what really works (you, your insurer or your 
healthcare system)4

 •  Societal: More time for people to contribute to society, and better health overall4

Everyone is different and has unique health needs. 
Personalised healthcare focuses on this and puts 
the person at the centre of care, helping to improve 
care and where possible, prevent conditions from 
developing.2  Personalised healthcare moves 
healthcare away from an approach that looks at 
all people affected by a condition as one group, 
and focuses more directly on the individual 
person, their diagnosis and how best to 
care for them based on their lifestyle and 
circumstances.2,3

Personalised healthcare involves 
tailoring care to a person’s unique health 
needs.1
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What is causing these changes?

Improvements in screening for a condition, detecting early signs, and 
following up with people at risk thanks to shared data (with consent of the 
people whose data it is) and new understanding of how conditions develop.3,5

Developments in technology that allow us to better understand what is 
going on inside the body (e.g. analysing genomic make-up and DNA 
and advanced imaging), and achieve a more accurate diagnosis more 
quickly.3,5

Clinical trials that better take into consideration patient needs, supported 
by new technologies.5,6

Healthcare system changes (e.g. payment models) that focus on 
delivering care that really works for people affected by a condition.3,5

More use of artificial intelligence, telemedicine (e.g. telephone 
consultations), digital health apps, and electronic health registries (with 
consent of those who share their data) that improve understandings of a 
condition day to day.7
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Personalised healthcare has the potential to benefit people affected 
by conditions, and also wider society. But how does focusing on people 
individually help society as a whole and why does this matter? 
The goal is to continuously improve standards and make care more accessible, and 
our community is vital to achieve this. Personalised healthcare may sound ambitious, 
but the hope is that it offers long-term benefits, such as:

By knowing signs and symptoms to improve prediction and prevention 
of conditions, people can more actively manage their own health and 
take steps to reduce their risks. This allows people to live their life with less 
disruption and potentially limited long-term consequences.3

The earlier a person sees a healthcare professional and receives an 
accurate diagnosis, the earlier a care plan can be created and 
individuals and their caregivers can learn more about their condition and 
be more involved in managing it.3

More awareness and knowledge means people affected by a condition can 
more actively join discussions about which treatment and care options 
match their condition, unique genetics and lifestyle.3

Better access to personalised healthcare is possible by focusing 
on paying for the treatments that work best, meaning people can more 
quickly access the healthcare most appropriate to them individually, and with 
less interruption to their daily life.4,5

New digital health technologies and data sharing can help to tailor 
treatment and care decisions to the person affected by a condition. They can 
be used to support discussions with healthcare professionals, give confidence 
that a condition is being well and regularly monitored and provide reminders to 
take actions agreed in care plans.3,5

What is the impact of these changes? 

At the centre of achieving personalised healthcare is the involvement of our 
community in the healthcare process; more communication tools are becoming available 
to help conversations with healthcare professionals and develop personalised care plans. 
Good diagnostics, treatment, support and digital tools will listen to, and incorporate people’s 
individual needs, and work together to ultimately give people more time to live their life.

Predicting 
& preventing 

conditions

Detecting  
& diagnosing 

conditions

Improving 
treatment  

& care

Accessing 
personalised 

healthcare

Using 
digital tools 

and new 
technologies



Date of prep: June 2021

This material is released under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International license (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0). You may share (copy and redistribute) and adapt 
(remix, transform, and build upon) this. However you must give appropriate credit to Roche and its co-creation partners (its Global Personalised Healthcare Patient Council and the Personalised 
Healthcare Literacy Squad), a license notice, and a link to the original material as co-created in June 2021. If you build upon this material, you must distribute your version under the same license 
as the original (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0).

Veeva document number: M-XX-00004721

1. Definition co-created by the Personalised Healthcare Patient Council for use in 
developing the PHC Patient Benefits Framework and the development of these 
materials.

2. Duke Center for Personalized Healthcare. [Internet; cited 2021 March]. Available 
from: https://dukepersonalizedhealth.org/personalized-health-care/

3. National Health Insurance England. Improving outcomes through personalised 
medicine. [Internet; cited 2021 March]. Available from: https://www.england.nhs.
uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/improving-outcomes-personalised-medicine.pdf.

4. Personalised Medicine Coalition. Personalized Medicine 101: Improving Patient 
Care in the 21st Century. [Internet; cited 2021 March]. Available from: http://www.
personalizedmedicinecoalition.org/Userfiles/PMC-Corporate/file/Personalized_
Medicine_101_fact-sheet.pdf

5. Charles River Associates Report (2018) The benefits of personalised medicine to 
patients, society and healthcare systems. [Internet; cited 2021 March] Available 
from: https://www.ebe-biopharma.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/CRA-EBE-
EFPIA-Benefits-of-PM-Final-Report-6-July-2018-STC.pdf

6. David B Fogel. Factors associated with clinical trials that fail and opportunities 
for improving the likelihood of success: a review. Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Communications, 2018, Volume 11, Pages 156-164. Available from: https://www.
sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2451865418300693.

7. HealthIT.gov USA. Improved diagnostics and patient outcomes.  [Internet; cited 
2021 March]. Available from: https://www.healthit.gov/topic/health-it-and-health-
information-exchange-basics/improved-diagnostics-patient-outcomes.

References


